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OU are pleas'd to command my 
Thoughts upon Government, and 

'A it is my Duty dot to diſobey'you. 
The Subject is ſo intricate, and ſo much 
perplexed by the Writers about i it, 'that 
cannot promiſe my ſelf to give you 


more eee N os 


fered. dodge Hot ove 36 
The abſilute Necelfity of Gaverii ment, 7 
nicks the Conſideration! of this Subj — 
different from what it is in moſt! . 
where there is no ſuch Neceſſity; Which 
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I know, Sir, that I write to a very 
Candid Judge, who will not be angry, 
if we ate not of the ſame Opinion; and 
therefore I make no Scruple of commu- 
nicating my Thoughts to you, and ſhall 
be under no Pain whether they pleaſe, or 
not. 

One of the Diſputes upon this Subje& 
is concerning the firſt Original of Go- 
vernment ; what it was in Fact, and up- 
on what Principle Men firſt united in 
nm of berolg 2 SOV WF 

It muſt not be expected that we can 
otherwiſe know the firſt Origin of Go- 
vernment'than by Conjecture, there be- 
ing no Memoirs left us of thoſe Early 
Times. Human Nature was the ſame 
then as now; and we can only conſider 
what would moſt likely happen, if the 
World was to begin now, in order to 
know how it did begin. 


No doubt the Common Father of all 
Human Race had tlie Government of his 
own Family, whilft it remained in ſmall 
Number, and a narrow Compaſs as to 
Place. If a Family removed to cultivate 

more 


[3] 
more Ground, *tis moſt likely the Go- 
” yernment was the ſame: Daubtleſs who» 
erer had a mind to cultivate, placed:him- 
ſelf where he pleaſed; and probably in 


many places there was no ſuch thing as 


Government, ux. where ſome are under 
the Command of others. For whilſt there 
was Poſſeſſion enough for every body; 
they would rather live as Companions, 
and mutual Aſſiſters to each other. 
But when the Number of Men greatly 
increaſed, and: were as much diſperſed, 
and they began to have. Diſputes with 
one another, then Polity muſt of neceſſity 
begin; ſome would unite to oppreſs; 
others to defend : If the former prevail. 
ed, a Government was founded in Force; 
if the latter, a Polity began by Conſent: 
How therefore Government began in 
Fact, is very uncertain; probably more 
ways than one: And as to the Principle 
it was begun upon, it ſeems that the mu · 
tual Love of ſome, and the Fear of others 
ie l en | 
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But whatever Weight ſome lay upon 
the Original of Government, tis of no 
Moment ig our Modern Diſputes, as to 
any particular Government, or Form of 
Gqyerhment, becauſe they have all un- 
depgone numberleſs Changes; ſo that it 
figniſies nothing what their firſt Original! 
wind 1% 101 gong noi e er, AY 
All the Governments now in the World 
can have no other Foundhtion, but the 
general Law of Nature! To:ſubmit toiand 
defend the Government we are barn o/ liue 
under, abe the Ouigin of it uus, of 
| wihitever Chances (it Bus hitler gone; Na. 
tute clictaces this; becauſe a ſettled Go- 
vbrn ment is oertainly inedeflary- for Man- 
ktndo;! and<there! ean never be a ſettled 
Sovernm̃ent upon any other Suppoſition. 

he Cl iſtiam Religion confirms this 
General Eüw; and commands it as a 
Nuty binding the Conſcience; and that 
very quickly after the great Change in 
the Government of Rome, and to the 
Jews, who had been fo lately con- 
quered. N 
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aad that Government depends upon cheit 
Conſent, deſtroys all Golermadent, unleſs! 
they are obliged to give their Conſent by 
4 | {ſome Law-: If that be ſaid, then tis the 


6 


ment, whether they conſent, or not; be- 
9 cauſe if they do not, it is zouſt to force 
them. Belles: fince all; Goveroments 
have undergone Force, the: Right of Go- 
vernment can't be derived from any other 
Conſent, than à forced Conſent, which 
is nogę at all:. Aud ſuch a Suppoſition 
me. 13h at Liberty to offer Violence to 
Government at any time; which is againit 
the general Law, of Nature and Religion, 
364% 18 deſtru&ive,« of all, Goyernment. 


obliged to ſubmit to whatever: Govęrn⸗ 
ment they are under, of whatever Form 
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Power is abſolute. And whatever Chan- 
'KE are made, whatever Laws, -by.zhe 

Wreme e which, are not con- 
trary 
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To ſay that Mankind are all equal, 


9 ſame thing, as to the Right of Govern- 
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y..therefore, that from ba eren | 
Barna; ink World; Meg are 
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it be; for in all Forms the Supreme - 
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trary to a plainer Law of Nature, than 

Submiſſion to Government, bind the 
Subject. And I muſt confeſs I know 
none that is ſo, unleſs to make almoſt 3 
an umpoſhble Suppoſition ; we may put 
the Caſe that a Maflacre was enated, 
there Self-preſervation, the firſt Principle 
of Human Nature, would take place; as 
to all Civil Rights, the Supreme Power 
muſt be Abſolute. _ 1 


The Chriſtian Religion enforces this 
Law, and feems to have a particular 
Regard to Obedience to the Civil Power, | 
when Men are. perſecuted by it upon 
the Account of Religion. Tho' we are 
not obliged- to obey any Commands of 


a Government, ' contrary to the Com- 
mands of Chriſt ; yet we are certainly 
obliged to ſuffer whatever is inflicted > 
upon us upon that account, in all Cafes 
whatever. & X 


So that Tam ſure I can venture to ſay, 
that Chrifttamty commands _— 
TOs on- 
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Non · Reſiſtance in all Religious Matters, 
and J think as n 16 10 Aae 


n 

L we 

e WM m 0 Pain, of 25 aut the 
, Supreme Power is divided, and one Part 


E 2 may encroach upon the other; to the. 


s > prejudice of their Civil Welts. e 
Y a is to be dn inthe Cala? Ra vs. 


Hers 1 can't but think, tho! the whole 
Supreme Power is ahſolute; that ſo far 
as one Part invades the other, it acts un- 


for the injured Part to defend its Rights. 
Hut then it is as pla in that this 15 all your 
can be juſtly done. 8 . 


aka al Princes in mixed Monarchies 
abſolute: To ſay that any further Re- 


Ie. is juit, makes the People abſo- 
ute. iſe 


og 


* my 4 _ " 2 * 
c 1 ' J - . - * 
N f 
p 1 a * 
3 - ; [4 ”-» . Li A 2 : "0 & * 4 — 
, 4 # ? i F : g 6 
* A 5 9 & 9 * - , » % * 9114 » 4 
1 a 
* 
— 


juſtly; and conſequently it muſt be juſt 


5 * that this Reſiſtance is not juſt, 


[ 10] 
g e nit 


At - jill be aut: if al e 
have ſuffered ſo many Changes by Force, 

upon what Right they depend? 1 
Which LAnſwer, That whatever be the 
Cotiſequenee, the Fact is true; and all 
our Reaſonings muſt be upon that Foun- 
dation. 1 ſay further, That both the 
Law of Nature, and the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, command Obedience to theſe Go- 
vernments.” In this Law the Right of 


them is founded, and 1 18 e x og Di- 


vg? as the Law | is. 


It way be objected, that 1 is nal 
true of the Supreme Power, not always 
of the Prince in a limited Monarchy. 


The Anſwer to which is, That tho' in 


this Form of Government "tis juſt for the 
People to defend their Civil Rights, yet 
that is all that they can do. The Prince 
and his Rights are ever Sacred: He is 
accountable only to God, whoſe Vicege- 
rent he is in the Adminiſtration of the 
Things of this World; They cannot 
juſtly 
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J : 
juſtly offer Violence; to either, upon any 


Pretence whatſoever. _ g 


Another Diſpute remains under this 
Head, not eaſily determined. Breaches 
upon the Form ade Deſcents of @bvern- 
ments, ever did, and fever will happen. 
Whick I think never can be juſt, . — 
it cannot be ſuppoſed that they a 
made by the whole Supreme Power. It 
is therefore to be confidered what is to 
be done during the Conteſt, and; what 
nn when the Change 18 made. 

CIOTERET] * E irt! 4s +7 16 LEE: 

As to the irſt, Certiuly an one 
is obli iged to defend the preſent Form and 
Deſcent; ; if thoſe — fail, they 
come into another; which by the ſame 
Law, they are likewiſe obliged to ſub- 
mit to and defend, when it is fixed and 

ſettled. And tis impoſſible to fix any 
other Period, in which a Government 
can be ſaid to be ſo, but when the Con- 
teſt is over. hes: it ſtands upon the 
fame Jan it ever did ſince any former 
115000 B 2 2 


2 J 
Change, and as fc Mod Govern: 


ments do. 


wir 


I think it EY allowed for' certain, 3 
that the Conſtitution in all Governments | 


is to be imnaintaityd, elſe there could be 
no certł in Jose nt at all g and this 
well obſerved, would make al Govern- 
ments certain m themſelves, and nothing 
but e Forvrucduld affect TR! iſt 
This bei of 40: unh Uſe "oy G0. 
vernment, I thidk it is Reaſon' enough 
to make all think it a Common Duty. 
And if this Rule Was always obſerv'd, 
there would be no Difficulties upon this 
dubject. But whatever there are, 
they can never be Solved but upon the 
ſame Priheiple. If we ſuppoſe then any 
Conteſt to ariſe in a Government, either 
within it ſelf, or with 2 Foreign 
Power, either with regard tothe'Change 
of Form, or Deſcent, it is the Duty 
of” every one to maintain the preſent 3; 
but if that does not ſucceedy but a 


Change 
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Z Change is made and ſettled, the ſame 
= Law. obliges every one to ſubmit to it, 
and maintain it. If it be here objected, 
eſtabliſheth any Udur: 


that this Pri 
ation, when: ſettled; I ſay; that this 
Principle prevents all Ufurpation as far 
nus is poſſible, and as far nne 
1 W adn 17 ya 


.£3® 


For when any ſuch are — and ſet⸗ 
tled; tis very plain, that either there is 
no Government at all 3 or:irf there is, 
every one is obliged to ſubmit to it, and 
maintain it by the general Law. And 
any other Suppoſition ſets every Part of 
a Government at liberty to make Chan- 
ges when they will, becauſe all have be- 
fore — Changes, which is incon- 
fiftent wicked enyf{Saverament 2 27 * 
ait G has i ᷣI Genie 
ment, and commanded Obedience to It, 
both by the Law of Nature, and the 
Chriſtian Religion. Wherever therefore 
_ is Government, there is Submiſſion 
and 


L 41 
and Obedience due by this Supreme Law. 
It is the Supreme Power in every Go 
vernment that is to be obey'd by this 
Law: This Supreme Power is always 
to be defended; but if any Alterations 
are made in it by their own Conſent, or 
any other way, which become ſettled; 
by the ſame Law, it is to be ſubmitted 
to, and maintained. 


- This, I think, is the only Foundation 
upon which Government can ſtand in 
Peace aud entity. rg e ono ping 


If it be objected here, that this does 
not enough ſecure the Rights of any Part 
of the Government, who loſe them in 

the firſt Conteſt; becauſe when any 
Change is ſettled, tis aſſerted, that this 
likewiſe by the ſame Law is to be main- 


3Y tained. I ſay in Anſwer, That tis the 
* firſt Dictate of Reaſon as to this Diſpute, 
| 4 that a ſettled Government is neceſſary, 
a and as much as is poſſible in Peace and 
| x Security; and if the Period J have _ 


r / CR” ww 


! 


does not ſettle a Government, no other 


can. It cannot be done by fixing any - 


certain Time, becauſe the Right of 
Things cannot be altered by the Time 
being more or leſs. And upon that Foot 
we may as well go back to any other 
Change as the laſtt. 111 


The Caſe of Government is particular: 
It is abſolutely neceſſary for Mankind; 
There muſt be no Stop ſuppoſed longer 
than Civil Diſſentions neceſſarily make 


. 


one, which are all unnatural; and as 
all are obliged not to begin them, ſo are 


they likewiſe after they are ceaſed ,-as 
much as before they began. And con- 
ſequently, in all reaſon, Governments 
mutt be ſuppoſed ſettled when there is 
none. 023K 


Nor can a Government be ſaid not to 
be ſettled, till any Part which has loſt 
its Rights, is extinct; for the ſame Rea- 
ſon, as it cannot be put upon any certain 
Time. Becauſe this may not happen in 
4537 | Ages, 
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Ages, and conſequently is inconſiſtent 
with both the Peace and Security of Go. 
vernment, which both Natural and Re. 


vealed Religion eſtabliſh. 


I will be aid, that this is not to be. 
allowed; becauſe tho a Part of the Go- 
vernment may have loſt its Rights in the 


_ firſt Conteſt, and a Change may be ſettled 


L 


yet the Subjects may afterwards have it 
in their Power to recover them. 


1 fay in Anſwer, That unleſs the Su- 
preme Power does it, tis not the Sub- 
ject's Duty to do it. God Almighty go- 
verns the World, and has told me what 
am to do; many Diſpenſations of Pro. 
vidence may appear difficult to give an 
account of, I am only to confider what 
Province it has allotted me. 'I am com- 
manded to ſubmit to Government, and 
to preſerve it in Peace. 


If the Supreme Power reduces the 
Government to. its laſt State, it is very 
2881 | ' juſt, 


6 1 Bd * F 
_. ne T 
„ 


- 
4 ＋ * e e 
5 * 70 . — | * 


„ 


juſt. But Violeti& is what both Nature 
And our Religion abhor; and to avoid it, 


command us to acquieſce in any ſettled 
Government. And without this Princi- 
ple, Mankind muſt always be in a State 
of War; which ſome being ſenſible of, 
would heal, by bringing in Compacts and 
Conſent of People, and all Parts of a 
Government; which is all falſe in Fact; 


and ſuch Governments are only in Eu- 


topia, or in their own Fancies. 


[ hope moſt of the particular Caſes in 
Government may be anſwered by this 
general Diſcourſe, agreeably both to Rea- 
ſon and Religion. 


4 
4 
DTEMIMO) 


v8 


* 


Pos 


3 — — e Sic OY < -- 


— 


- 
2 * 
* 4 
* 
| VOOR" 
5 
: . 
* 
ST I 


— 
* -% _ 
* 
5 4 
[2 
— * 
” 
on. 1 
* 1 
06 A 
k * 
* 2 
— 
é 
= 
Fc 
of 
. SS 
* 5 2 
wats 


3. 
——— © os — 


- 

. 

* 
4 
* 

= 
— 

= 
ia. 

M 
S # 
— ! 
wy 
. 

* 


— —— — 4 


8 


. 


« 
R | y * W 
* 1 
: * 
. 
f © 
* 
* 
*% 4 
1 
1 a 
— 
- 5 


1 
. 
$ 
T 
# 
* 
4 
J 
* TY 
2 o 
: 
2 
24 
— 


